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‘Deve works, and ways of cop, in their or7g?n, 
are concealed from the unobfervant, and incurious 
eye; but matured, and unfolded, they attract uni- 
verfal attention. Dim were the firft glimmerings 
of the light by which the moft interefting difcove- 
ries were ultimately made; and the events which, 
in their progrefs, and by an orderly arrangement, 
immortalized the hiftorian, and aftonifhed man-- 
kind, were treated with general neglect, and con- 
tempt, in their infantile, and detached ftate. 


Neither philofophic, moral nor religious knowl- 
edge, can be expected to fpring up, at once, into 
perfection. From the firft dawn of celeftial light, 
on our dark world, many ages revolved before its 
flowly accumulating rays attained to the effulgence 
of perfect day. Adverting to thefe remarks will 
confer an importance, which they might not other= 
wife feem to poifefs, on the following communi- 
Cations ;-— 


From the laft numbers of the Baptift Annual 
Regifier, and the Evangelical Magazine, it ap 
pears that religion in Europe, is in a refpectable 
and growing ftate. Village-preaching, of late, in 
the more benighted parts of that enlightened quar. 
ter of the globe, has been attended with the hap 
pieft effects. Sunday-fchools, prayer-meetings, 
focieties for the relief of diftreffed perfons, and the 
Girculation of plain practical writings, haveemia 
nently 
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nently contributed to difperfe involving clouds of 
ignorance, bigotry, and fuperftition. 

The Loudon, Baptift, and ether miffionary foci. 
eties continue, with unabating zeal, their combins 
ed, and truly liberal exertions to extend the boun~ 
dariés of Zion to the South-Sea Iflands, and the 
dreary regions of India; while the indefatigable 
Moravians are affailing the powers of darknefs 
among mountains of Greenland-fnow, and under a 
{curching fun on the more dolorous coaft of Africa, 


Difficulties and difafters were anticipated, and 
have been experienced, by thefe highly venerable 
bodies ; but the good they have been the honored 
inftruments of doing, at home and abroad, is incal~ 
culable. The invigorating influence of their ex. 
ertions has reached, and penetrated, among other 
far diftant nations, the United States of America, 
and formed feveral fimilar inftitutions. Thefe are 
liberally fupporting different periodical publica- 
tions, particularly the Connecticut Evangelical, 
and New-York Miffionary Magazines, and have 
fuccefsfully employed, for feveral years, a num-~ 
ber ofable minifters in diffeminating the incorrup< 
tible feed of the word. 


One of the happieft, and moft comprehenfive, 
effects produced by thefe very laudable combina~ 
tions, isthe UNITING, to a degree that prefages 
COMPLETE UNION—all genuinely christian denom= 
snations. | 

The fruits of this virtuous, mutual, and increa< 
fing amity have, already, been several revivals in 
yeligion, which, in return, muft greatly accelerate 
its compietion. 


The moft diftinguifhed of thefe, whether ex- 
tent, degree, or permanency, be refpected, is that | 
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jn Kentucky. The accounts which were tranf. 
mitted to us, through different refpectable chan- 
nels, concerning that uncommon difplay of di- 
vine power, from an appearance of incredibility, 
were received with caution, and mentioned with 
difiidence :—But, from the various printed, and 
other documents before me, I am, nov, fully con- 
vinced of their authenticity. The firft fubjet of 
thefe fingular operations was a boy not twelve 
years of age. Under as ftrong impreffions, from 
the word of Gop, as would admit of diftinct ar- 
ticulation, this child publicly confeffed his fins, 
prayed for pardon, and recommended jesus 
CHRIST to finners, as able to fave the vileft of the 
vile. A few adults were immediately affected in 
the fame manner; and afterwards from fabbath to 
fabbath, and from one fociety, and denomination, 
to another, thefe extraordinary fenfations were in- 
difcriminately excited, till vaft numbers fell under 
them, in all the agonies of the ftrongeft convul- 
fions. Perfons from eight years old and up- 
wards, male and female, rich and poor, and many 
in the inftant of oppofition to it, have been inftan. 
taneoufly lain motionlefs on the ground. Some 
under preaching, but more in the time of /inging, 
felt the approach of this ftrange affection, in deep 
and awful convictions of fin: Their hearts feemed 
to {fwell, their nerves relaxed, and they became in- 
capable of motion, and fpeechlefs; but in many 
inftances retained their fenfes. It feized others 
like an electrick fhock: They fuddenly fell ; their 
hands and feet were cold; none of them inclined 
to drink, even in the warmeft weather ; and they 
were all oppofed to any medical application. They 
continued in that ftate from one, to twenty-four 
hours, and, on recovering, would folemnly eonfefs 
themfelves to be great finners, and pray earneftly 
for mercy through curisr. The inhabitants 

would 
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would colle@ from an hundred milés touad fA 
waggons, and other carriages, and, to the numbef 
of twelve or fifteen thoufand, encamp themfelves; 
and carry on the worthip of Gop, day and 
night, fora week at atime. An intelligeft per- 
fon, prefent on one of thefe occafions fays; 

« Never dgl a more tremendous; or awful fight 
ftrike the fenfes of mortal man. The very louie 
feemed to feparate, and give way tothe cries of 
the people of cop, white, from thoufands of 
tongues, the found of Hallelujah feeried to roll 
through infinite fpace. People of both fexes, and 
of ¢verv age, lay profttate on the ground, crying 
aloud for mercy. ‘The learned paftor, and the 
fteady patriot, exclaimed with an ardor equal to. 
that of others, Holy, holy, holy is the torD Gop of 
heaven ! Parallel to thefe were the venerable maz 
tron, and the virtuous maiden, crying, with all the 
anguish of heart-felt diftrefs, yesus! thou fon of 
the motft high Gop, have mercy on us !”? 


Libertines, and prodigals, rufhed into each 
others arms, exclaiming, with the utmoft vehe-— 
mence, ‘* Hosanuab to Godin the highest ! There is 
no other name given under heaven, whereby mar 
can be faved, but the name of the LorpD Jesus 
curist!’?? Among the fubjects of this powerful 
work of the divine SPIRIT, was a lawyer—a 
professed infidel :—After lying a_ conftderable 
time, avonizing, as im death, growing bet- 
ter, with the afliftance of a man under each 
arm, he itood and fpoke near an hour, with great 

earn oftnefs, declaring that he once thought himfelf 
poilefied of arguments fufficient to overthrow every 
thing brought in fupport of revelation; but con- 
feffed that they were all driven from him, as chalf 
before the wind. Late accounts, received by let- 
ters, fay, that a great and happy change has taken 
place 
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place, among the body of the people, in Ken- 
tucky; that the Prefbyrerian, Methodifts, and 
Baptifts, have had large additions to their refpec- 
tive focieties ; that the work of the Lord, though 
father onthe decline; {till goes on with confidera- 
ble life and power ; and, that the welfare of the ima 
mortal foul, has become,the general topic of con- 
verfation. In Virginia, and North-Carolina, there 
have lately been large amicable, meetings, of dif- 
ferent denominations, to promote a general union, 
and fome vifible difplays of divine power, in their 
public, exercifes.. By a letter, froma worthy 
character, juft come to hand, it appears that there 
is arevival of religion, which attracts much. at- 
tention, now at the Waxhaws, about féventy miles 
north of Camden, in South-Carolina. An able 
minifter, in the back part of this flate, fays, ina 
letter very recently received, ccf have juft return- 
ed from a tour of fifteen days preaching, in the 
upper counties of this ftate. , Thoufands, of every 
tank, attended on the word with awful solem- 
nity!’ , Still latet accounts, from Powe/lton, forty- 
five miles above Loursvitte, fay, On Sunday, 
At this place, an innumerable concourfe attended 
public worfhip. -Able, and evangelical preaching 
was followed by feveral exhortations, that. feemed 
of energy fufficient to melt the adjacent rocks... A 
number of bofoms heaved with almoft convulfive 
throws, tears gufhed in every direction, and the 
irrefiftibly fervent prayers of. the tender fex added 
not a little to the terror, and delight of the fcene. 

The folemn convocation concluded with the admin- 
iftration of rhe LorD’s Supper, to fome hundreds 

ot deeply affected communicants, Even my Hard 

heart melted, and the reluctant tears ftoledown my 

bluthing cheéks—In a word, it was a time of 
power, and of great love !’’ Reader, canft thou 

forbear lifting up thy eyes to cop, and faying, 

with fincerity and fervor, “ TAY KINGDOM ~ 
COME?” Tue EDITOR. 


C HISTORICAE 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH, 


Of the congregational Cuurcn' at Mipway— 
extrafed from a Century Sermon, delivered, and 
published, in 1797, by ibe rev. Cyrus GIL- 
DERSLEEVE, A. M, 


Descenvep from the firft perfecuted Kuro- 


peans, who emigrated to New-England, this focie- 
ty, inthe year 1697, taking a folemn and affec- 
tionate leave of their kindred, and friends, came 
from Dorchetter, Roxbury, and Milton, Mafia 
chuferis, to a place thev called after one of their 
Native towns, Dorcheste yr, in South-Carolina.— 
In this ftate, then.a frontier province of Great- 
Britain, they had the honor firft to unfurl the ban- 
ners of their REDEEMER, at the head of his table, 
and participate the memorials of his dyi ing love. 
Their paftor at that time, was the rev. Jofeph 
Lord, whofe fucceffor was Mr. Hugh Fifher, who 
refiing from his labors in 1734, refigned his 
charge to the venerable John Ofgood. After a 
refidence of about fixty years at Dorchefter, this 
worthy fociety unanimouily exchanged that place 
for Midway. 


In °73, having difcharged the duties of the paf- 
toral office, with fidelity “and fuccefs, thirty-eight 
years, this eminently pious, and much beloved 
fervant of Jesus cuRrsT entered into the joy of 
his corp. From this time the church was oc- 
cafionally fupplied by Doctor Zubly, and the 
rev. Mefirs. Jofeph Cook, and Daniel Robarts, 
cull, in °76, Mr. Moses Allen became its pastor. 
In this capacity he continued until ’78, when the 
congregation were broken up, and difperfed by the 
Britifh army. Their crops, dwelling-houfes, and 
place of worfhip, the enemy confumed by fire: But 
under 

















Fistorical Sketch. 19 


under all thefe awful vifitations, though caft down, 
they were not deftroyed. At the conclufion of 
the war, they returned to their plantations, rebuilt 
their houfes, and, with a zeal worthy of univerfal 
imitation, affembled immediacely ‘or public wor- 
fhip, and adopted meafures fully to reftore their 
veligious privileges. By long, and happy experi-— 
ence, they have found ¢he/e as conducive to their 
temporal, as to their fpiritual happinefs.—Godli- 
nefs has the promife of “bis life, as well as of that 
which is to come, and, after ail, the meek /onge/t, 
and to infinitely the beft purpofes, inherit the earth. 
In Auguft ’84, this church obtained the pious ha- 
bors of the rev. Abicl Holmes. On his remo- 
val to the northward, In ’gr, he was fucceeded, in 
the enfuing December, by their prefent highly 
efteemed paftor, the rev. Mr. Cyrus Gilderfleeve. 
The clouds of this much favored congregation dif. 
pelled, they now gratefully enjoy a ‘bright, and 
ferene fky, and abound in al/ élefjings. Every 
LORD’s day they aflemble twice for divine fervice. 
Their houfe of worthip is decent, and commodi- 
ous. Inthis congregation are about one hundred 
and fifty communicants, who for their knowledge of 
{cripture doctrines, proficiency i in pfalmody, and 
amialle fimplicity of manners, are defervedly 
ranked with the moft finifhed focieties in the fouth- 
ern {tates. 


Who can forbear exclaiming, how pleafing, is 
this inftance of providential care! A church pre- 
ferved, and éucreased in fickly fituations, and 
through dangerous revolutions, ove bundread and 
jive years ! In this time whole nations have loft 
their exiftence. 


Ye pious natives of Maffachufetts, it was not in 
vain, when, about to bear the lamp of divine truth 
ta 
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tothe dark regions of the fouth, that, with your 
fathers, brethren, and friends, you kneeled down 
on the fhore and mingled with your tears fuppli- 
Cations tothe cop of all grace. Illuftrious men! 
you live, flourifh, and are happy, among the 
thoufands of Ifrael, in your fucceflors, on earth, 
while you are crowned with a much {uperior hon- 
or, and glory, in a ftate of blifsful immortality. 


O ye gloomy, and malignant perfecutors, of how 
much good have your bloody fangs been the wicked 
inflruments ! Forced by your unrelenting cruelty, 
our pious fathers croffed the boifterous Atlantic, at 
a cold, ftormy feafon of the year, and fettled a 
favage defert, in anorthern clime ! 


But, through the divine bleffing on their bold, 
fedulous, and unremitted exertions, the wafe hag 
Decome a fruitful field, and bloffoms as the ro/e. 


Tow’rinc ’mong the nations ! copumBza hail ! 
Fir’d by thine ample bofom, Europe’s poor, 

Gall’d by tyrannic chains, brav’d ocean’s rage, 
And, ardent, flew to thy maternal arms. 

In thine embrace, nurs’d on thy flowing breatts, 
Courag’ous fons, and beaut’ous daughters rife : 

Laws, commerce, wealth, and fairer FREEDOM {mile 
In LEARNING’s light, and TRUTA’Ss meridian blaze, 


el 
ORDINATION, 


Of Henry Francis, a maz of color, whose freedom 
was recenily purchased of Mrs. Hammond, in 
consideration of bis character, and mintsteriae 


gifts, by a number of the gentlemen of Savannah. 


N the 23d of May, 1802, the African Baptift 
Church, in this city, agreeably to a previous ap- 
pointment, met, faiting, at their place of ee 
. when 





Ordination of Henry Francis, — a1 


when the ordination fermon was delivered «by 
Jeffe Peter, of Augufta, from, Mark 16 and 1s, 
Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel 
to every creature. He that believeth, and is 
baptized, shall be saved; but be that believeth not 
shali be damned. 


From this appropriate paffage, J. Peter, after 
a few fuitable introductory obfervations, very pro— 
perly called the attention of his crowded auditory 
to the divine perfon who ufed the explicit, and au- 
thoritative language in the text, as poffeffed of all 
power in heaven, and on earth, and the only head, 
and law-giver inthe church. The fecond clafs of 
remarks fhewed that the perfons to whom this com= 
miflion was given, though plain unlettered men, 
were acquainted with yesus cnRIstT, and, bya tho~ 
rough work of grace on their hearts, immovably 
attached to his caufe. a, ee 


Thirdly, the duties of thefe, and all ordinary 
minifters, were enlarged on, as comprehended in 
preaching the Gofpel to EVERY CREATURE, bap— 
tizing profefled believers, and teaching them to 
obferve ALL THINGS enjoined on them in their 
different places, and relations, as fubjects of the 
fpiritual and glorious kingdom of the Lorp jesus 
curist. The difcourfe concluded with an ani~ 
mated addrefs to the hopes and fears of the con- 
gregation, from thofe too little regarded, though 
pleafing, and awfultruths, “‘ HE THAT BELIEVETH 
AND IS BAPTIZED, SHALL BE SAVED; BUT HE 
THAT BELIEVETH NOT SHALL BE DAMNED.” 


H. Francis then underwent a public examina- 
tion refpecting his faith inthe leading doctrines of 
chriftianity—his call to the facred miniftry—and 
ideas of church government. Giving entire fatis— 

| faction 
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faction on thefe important points, he kneeled 
down, when the ordination prayer, with impofition 
of hands, was made by Andrew Bryant. The or- 
dained minifters prefent, then gave the right 
hand of fellowfhip to Mr. Francis, who was forth~ 
with prefented with a Bible, and a folemn charge 
to faithfulnefs, by Mr. Holcombe, 


Tue CONCLUDING HYMN. 


THUS saith the LoRD the Savior dear, 
Unto bis servants whom be sends ; 
Go preach my Gofpel far and near, 
Unto ibe world’s remotest ends, — 


Go forth ye herald’s inmy name, 
Sweelly the Gospel trumpet sound ; 
The glorious jubilee proclaim, 
Where’cr ibe HUMAN RACE #s found, 


Convince a world of sinners, blind, 

And sbow them where their. danger lies ; 
The broken bearted careful bind, 

And wipe the tears from weeping eyes, 


Be wise as serpents where you go, 
Yet harmless as the peaceful dove ; 
And let your whole deportment show, 
That you're commissioned from above. 


And as you freely have received, 
L’en so tc. others freely give ; 

So shall your message be believed, 
And many dying sinners live. 


DOXOLOGY. 
Praise Gov, from whom all blessings flow ; 
Praise him all creatures bere below ; 
Praise him above ye beavenly host ; 
Praise FATHER, SON and HOLY GHOST. 
Biography 
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Biocraphy of ihe late rev. Dante, MARSHAL, 
communicated to the editor by the rev. ABRAHAM 
MARSHALL. 


I. giving a biographical fketch of my honored 
father, wé muft look back to the diftance of al- 
moft a century. His birth was in the year of our 
Lord, 1706, in Windfor, a town in Connecticut. 
He was religioufly educated, by refpectable and 
pious parents, and being hopefully converted at 
about twenty years of age, joined the ¢ex ftanding 
order of Prefbyterians, in kis native place. The 
natural ardour of his mind foon kindled into the 
fire of holy zeal, and, without the advantage of a 
liberal education, raifed him fo high in the ef- 
teem of his brethren, that they called him to the 
office of a deacon. In the exemplaty difcharge of 
his duty, in this capacitv, he continued near twenty 
years. During this time, in eafy circumftances, 
he married, and loft a wife, by whom he had a fon, 
named, after himfelf; Daniel, who is ftill a ufeful 
member of focietys At the age of thirty-eight 
years, our worthy parent was ‘one of the thoufands, 
in New-England, who heard that fon of thunder, 
the rev. George Whitefield, and caught his feraphic 
fire. Firmly believing in the near approach of 
the /atter-day-glory, when the Jews, with the ful- 
nefs of the Gentiles, fhall hail their REDEEMER, and 
bow to his gentle f{ceptre, a number of worthy 
characters ran to and fro, through the eaftern 
ftates, warmly exhorting to the prompt adoption of 
every meafure tending to haften that blifsful peri- 
od. Others fold, gave away, or left their poffef- 
fions, as the powerful impulfe of the moment de- 
termined, and, without fcrip, or purfe, rufhed up 
to the head of the Sufguehanna, to convert the 
heathens, and fettled in a town called Onnaquagey, 
among the Mohawk Indians. One, and not the 

lea ft 











24 Biographical Sketch. 


leaft fanguine, of thefe pious miffionaries was my 
venerable faiber. Great mult have been his fash! 
great his zea/! when without the lea{t profpect 
of a temporal reward, with a much beloved wife, 
and three children, he exchanged his cgmmodious 
buildings, for a miferable hut; his fruitful fields; 
and loaded orch hards, for barren deferts; the luxus 
ries of a well furnithed table for coarfe and {canty 
fare ; and numerous civil friends, for rude favaces } 
He had the happinefs; however, to teach and exe 
hort, for eighteen months in this place with con- 
fiderable fuccefs. A number of the Indians were 
in fome degree, impreiied with eternal concerns s : 
and feve ral be came cordially obedient to the 
Cofpel. But juft as the feeds of heavenly truth, 
fown, with tears, in this unpromifing foil, began 
to appear in their firft fruits, the break ing out of 
war among the favage tribes occafioned his reluc~ 
tant removal to Connagogig in Pennfylvania.— 
From thence, after finding it much more dificult to 
benefit Scribes and Pharifees, than Publicans and 
Sinners, he removed to a place near Winchelter, 
in Virvinia. 

Here he became acgainted with a Baptift 
Church, beloneing to the Philadelphia affociation, 
and as the refult of a clofe, impartial examination 
of their faith and order, he, and my dear mother, 
were baptized by immertion in the forty-eighth year 
ofhis life. Hewasnow called asa licenced gaan 
er, to the unreftrained exercife of his gifts, and 
though they were by no means above mediocrity, 
he was inftrumental in awakening attention, in 
many of his hearers, to the interet (ts of their fouls. 


Under the influence of an anxious defire to be 
extenfively ufeful, he proceeded from Virginia, to 
Huehwarry, in North-Carolina, where his faithful 
and inceflant labors proved the happy means of 
arouling and converting numbers, JBeing fo evi- 
dently, 
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dently, and eminently ufeful, as an_ itirierant 
preacher, he continued his perigrination to Ab- 
bot’s creek; in the fame ftate, where he was the 
inftrument of planting a church, of which he wag 
ordained paftor, in the fifty-fecond year of his 
age, by his brothers-in-law, the rev. Mefirs. 
Henry Ledbecter, and Shubal Sterns. Soon after 
receiving this honor, my rev. father travelling at 
different times, into Virginia, baptized Co/. Sam- 
uel Harris, with whom he immediately aftcrwards 
mude fevera! tours, and preached, and planted the 
Goipel in various places, as far ds Jamies’: river. 
It was but a few years after nis ordination, before; 
induced by appearances of increaliig ufefulnefs, 
he took an affectionate leave ofhis bclovea charge, 
and fettled on Beaver Creek, in South-Carolina. 


In this place, likewife, a large church was raif- 
ed under his miniftry, and, till brought to a good 
degree of maturity in divine things, was an object 
of his tender and unremitted care and folicitude. 
At the direction of divine Providence, as he con- 
ceived, and as fubfequent events have proved, his 
next removal was to Horfe Creek, about fifteen 
miles north of Augufia. 


The fruits of his labors inthis place remain in a 
refpectable church, fome of whofe fons, raifed up 
under his care, have fuccefsfully diffufed the light 
of divine truth through various benighted regions. 
From Horfe.Creek my aged father made his firft 
vifits to this ftate. On the fecond, or third of. 
thefe, while in prayer, he was feized, in the pre- 
fence of his audience; for preaching in the Parith 
of St. Paul, and made to give fecurity for his ap- 
pearance in Augufta, on the following Monday, 
to anfwer this charge. Accordingly, he ftood a 
tryal, and, after his meeKnefs and patience were 

~ Dp fufficiently 
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fufficsently exercifed, was ordered to come, as 4 
preacher, no more into Georgia. 


Inthe words of an Apoftle, fimilarly circumftan« 
ced, he replyed, “Whether it be right to obey 
GOD, oY ian, judge yé.?? Confiftently with this 
jut, ‘and fpirited replication, he perfied his lu- 
minous courfe, and on the firft of January, 1771, 
came, with his family, and tcok up his final earthly 
refidence at the Azcke. The following fpring the 
church here was formed, and is famous for h laving 
furnifhed materials for feveral other churches.— 
For this purpofe, many common members 
have been difmiffed, and feveral minifters or- 
dairied. Among thefe are the rev: Mefirs, 
Sanders Walker, Samuel Newton, Loveless Savage, 
Alexander Scott, ahd the writer of this article.— 
Through Gop’s blefiing on the miniftry of her in- 
defatigable founder, and paffor, this church con- 
tinued to lengthen her cords, and ftrengthen her 
ftakes, breaking forth on the right hand, and on 
the left, till our beloved country was unhappily i in- 
volved in the horrors of war. No fcenes, how- 
ever, from the commencement to the termination 
of hoftilities, were fo gloomy and alarming as to 
deter my ineftimable father’ from difcharging the 
duties of his ftation. Neither reproaches, nor 
threatenings could excite in him the leaft appear- 
ance of timidity, or any thing inconfiftent with 
chriftian, and minifterial heroifm. As a friend to 
the American caufe, he was once made a prifoner, 
and put undera {trong guard ; but obtaining leave of 
the officers, he commenced, and fupported fo heavy a 
charge of exhortation, and prayer, that, like Danie? 
of old, while his enemies ftood amazed, and con- 
founded, he was fafely and honorably delivered’ 
from this den of Lyons. Even the infirmities of 
old age, and the evident approach of the king of 

terrors , 
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terrors, were not fufficient to fhake his. faith, or 
hope, nor, in the leaft, perceivable, degree to 
thi his zeal. 


A few months previous to his deceafe, rifing in 
his pulpit, which he had frequently befprinkled 
with his tears, and from which he had as often de- 
fcended to weep over acarelels auditory, he faid— 
** Ll address you, my dear bearers, with a diffidence 
that arises from a fatiure of memory, and a general 
weakness of bady, and mind, common tomy years ; but 
Lf rvecallect be that holds out to the end suall be 
saved, and am resolved to finish my course in the 
cause of Gov.’ Accordingly, he attended public 
worfhip regularly, even. through his lingering, 
mortal illnefs, till the laft fabbath, but one, be- 
fore his diffolution. In his tamily he invartably 
performed his ufual round of holy duties, till the 
morning immediately preceding his happy change. 
Fully apprized of ¢hzs, as at hand, and ‘perfectly i in 
his fenfes, he expreffed, diftinctly, and emphatical- 
ly, his fteady, and increaling confidence of fu. 
ture blifs. 


The following, taken by me, in the prefence of 
a few deeply affected friends and relatives, as he 
delivered them, were his /a# words :— 


*€ Dear brethren, and sisters, I am just gone. 
This night I shall, probably, expire: But I have 
nothing to fear. Ihave fought a good fight, I bave 
jimished my Course, I bave kept the faith; ana 
henceforth there is laid up for me acrown of right~ 
eousness. Gop has shewn me that he is my GoD, 
that I am his son, and that an, eternal weight of 
glory is mine !”’ 

The venerable partner of his cares, and, I may 
add, faithful assistant in all bis labors, fitting be~ 

dewed 
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dewed with tears, by his fide, he proceeded, 
“© Goon, my dear wife, to serve the Lord. Hold 
ont totheend. Lternal glory is defore us 1’ 


After a filence of fome minutes, he called me, 
and faid, ‘* My Zreath 1s almost gone. Lhuve been 
bec Lying that may 20 bome to-night. Lt bad great 
happiness in our worship this mor ning s particulare 
ly in singing, which wilf make a part of my 
exercises ina blessed elernity.”” 


Now, gently clofing his eyes, be cheerfully gave 
up bis soul io GOD, with whom, ! doubt nor, he 
walks, *¢ high in falvati ion, and the climes of blifs.’” 


This felemn event took place at the dawn of the 
{econd day of November, ’84, in the feventy-eightk 
year of his age. 

A fuirable difcourfe to his memory, was deliv- 
ered, from the above-mentioned paflage of holy 
writ, by the late rev. Charles Bussey. 


Whatever infirmities might appear in my cer- 
tainly eminently pious,and extenfively useful father, 
ir would not become me to bring them into view, 
except it were to fhew, as might eafily be done, 
that “‘e’en bis failings lean’d to virtue’s side ;’? 
and I handle too feeble apen to delineate the vari- 
ous excellent qualities, and graces which adorned 
him inevery rejation he {uftained through life.— 
I will only fay— 


Tuo’ no proud pile, learn’d pen, nor lettex’d ftone, . 
His virtues rare, to late polterity reveals ; 
He i eve shine, and WAX1!: 
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APPENDIX: 
a the Biography of the late Rev. Mr. Marshall, 


Ix 1748, Mr. Marfhall married his fecond, and 
Jaft wife—a Mifs Muartba Sterns, fitter to the 
rev. Shubal Sterns. Mr. Marthall had the rare 
felicity of finding inthis Lady, a Priscrlla, a help 
erin the Gofpel. In fact, it fhould not be cons 
cealed that his extraordinary fuccefs in the mins 
iftry, is afcribable, in no {mall degree, to Mrs. 
Marinall’s unwearied, and zealous co-operation. 
Without the fhadow of an ufurped authority over 
the other fex, Mrs. Marthall, being a Lady of 
good fenfe, fingular piety, and furpris izing elocus 
tion, has, in countlefginftances, melted a whole con- 


courie into tears by her prayers and exhortations ! 


Another caufe to which Mr. Marfhall’s diftin. 
guifhed utility is attributable, in a great meafure, 
was his bold, and independent method of proce- 
dure. With a foul expanded by contemplations 
on auguft objects, a boundlefs ambition, directed 
toa correfpondent prize, and the world completely 
under his feet, he was capable of the moft difficult, 
and arduous enterprizes, and could be difmayed 
by no dangers. Superior to local attachments, he 
went from place to place, inftructing, exhorting, 
and praying for individuals, families, and congre- 
gations—whether at a muster, a race, a public 
market, tbe open field, an army, or a bouse of wore 
ship, wherever he was able to command attention. 


Such conduct was, indeed, and may still, by 
many, be confidered irregular, and little lefs than 
as favoring of infanity; but if he acted in fome of 
thefe inftances, as if he were befide himfelf, it was 
for the fake of precious fouls, and the fruits of his 
aftonifhing exertions have abundantly thewn that 
he was conitrained by the love of cHRISsT. ; 

L 
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It may, poffibly be thought, that Mr. Marfhal} 
was the fubject of delufive hopes, and culpably 
enthufiaitic, when he left New-kngland, with a 
family to roam under the rifing beams of the latter. 
day-glory, as be supposed, for the converfion of 
fouls. But let this matter be fairly confidered, 
and it will appear that his moft fanguine expecta. 
tions muft have, so far, been fully realized. Since 
the period at which Mr. Marthall cammenced his 
career, thofe burning and {fhining lights, the rev. 
Meffrs. Whitefield and Wesley, with their zeal. 
wus affociates, and numerous followers, have arouf- 
ed a flumbering world, and liberally thed the luf- 
tre of truth on its darkeft receffes ; thoufands of 
able and evangelical writers, and preachers, have 
been raifed up, and as many Gofpel Churches 
formed; a revolution in Amerita has beftowed 
religious liberty on one quarter of the Globe; the 
man of sin’s system has been almoft demolished, 
with a vengeance that makes us tremble ; liberty of 
conicience has made rapid advances in Europe ; 
the fhouts of all tru/y religious denominations, have 
been mingled at the funeral of bigotry ; the fcrip. 
tures have been tranilated into feveral barbarous 
Janguages ; miffionaries have gone out, literally, 
into all the world; finners, ofall defcriptions, have 
fallen, dy ¢bousands, beneath the {word of the 
SPIRIT, which is the word of GoD; and the two 
moft potent nations of the earth, who have, a/as 3 
too long involved all others, with themfelves, in 
{moke and blood, by their tremendous contefts, 
are il) PROFOUND PEACE. 


Now can it be reafonably prefumed, that when 
Mr. Marfhall, inthe fervor of his piety, exchanged 
New-England for the Mohawk Nation, he ex- 
pected that, by this time, the tingdom of CHRIST 
would be in a more reipectable, and triumphant 

{tate, 
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ftaté, than is sufficient to make its moft rormi+ 
DABLE ENEMIES KNAW THEIR CHAINS? 


_ A8to any fpecial confidence that Mr. Mar- 
fhall might have in Gep, as engaged to preferve, 
and profper a family devoted to his fervice, the 
reader will probably be of epinion that it could 
not have been stronger, than it was well founded, on 
funning his eye over the following /aé7.: :— 


With pleafure, I announce ¢o the chrftian 
world, that one of its brighteft ornaments, Mr. 
Marthall’s aged and venerable re/iZ#, is not only 
yet in time, but with an uncommon fhare of good 
health, ‘ enjoys a flow of comfortably cheerful 
{pirits. : 


Mrs. Marfeall, in. the enjoyment of all that 
can render life a biefling, has a pleafanat refidence 
in Co/umbia county, near Augusta, and is furround- 
ed, by her ftep-fon, Mr. Daniel Marshall, all 
the children she ever bore, the reverend Abrabam 
Marshall, Mefirs. John, Zacheus, Levi, Mofes, 
Solomon and fofeph, Marshall, two daugblers, 
Mrs.. Eunice Pitiman, and Mrs. Mary Wii/lbora, 
and about fifty grand-children. 


I cannot take leave of this very remarkable, 
and highly-favored family, without foliciting Mrs. 
Marshalls pardon for the freedom of fome of the 
preceding remarks, which truth and duty urged 
me to make; and fincerely wifhing that my rev. 
friend Mr. Aérabam Marshall, to a greater age 
than chat of his renowned Father, may be clafled 
by all, but bimself, with the moft eloquent, po- 
pular, and ufeful characters in the State of 
Georgia. 

V. S. 


Historical 
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Hiflorical Sketch of Carist’s Cuurcn: 
Atwonc the largeft and moff opulent focietie¢ 


in Savannah, isthe Epit fcopil Congregation. Their 
firft rector was the rev. Mr. Bartholomew Zuber- 
buhler; anative of Switzerland, who, withirreproa- 
chable morals wasa found d.vine. His hope of accep- 
tance with Gop was founded, exclufively, on the 
merits and mediation of jrsus cuRIstT. Tho’ from 
an inordinate love of ftudy, he confeffed himfelt to 
be rather remifs in difcharging focial duties, he 
was certainly humane, in a high degree, and felt 
tenderly for the diftreifed of all de {criptions. The 
correctnefs of thefe remarks will be readily ad- 
mitted by all who are acquainted with the sai to 
lefien mifery, and promote happinefs; that he 
concerted in the immediate views of de ath, and for 
the execution of which he. made liberal provifion 
in his laft will and teftament. To his immortal 
honor, fome, and some only, of thefe benevolent 
fchemes, were the erection and endowment of an 
infirmary in, or neaf Savannah, for the teception 
of poor and diftreffed fick perfons ; ‘the employ- 
ing ofa catechift, or fchool-mafter, to teach ne- 
BOE ; and the chriftianization of forty-three 
laves and their iffue, with a view to their ultimate 
manumiffion. From certain circumftances, men- 
tioned in the fiatute-book of the ftate, thefe highly 
laudable defigns have not been fully, or rather; 
have been but very partially carricd into effect; 
but this unpleafant fact, derogates nothing ftom 
the refpect andadmiraton dueto Mr. Zuberbubler’s 
memory. His juft praife is in all the Churches. 


The a and laft paftor of this Church; was 
the rev. Mr. Edward Ll ngton, who was a native 
of England, He was a pattern of decency # his 
perfon, and of economy in his affairs. His man- 

ners 
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hers wére polite and eafy; but in his converfation, 
he was apt, at times, unguardedly, to give offence 
by the feverity of his obfervations. 


In a courfe of active duties, he was difmiffed 
from this mortal ftate, with little notice, and 
intestate: A difpenfation which loudly reverber- 
ates our LORD’s ever feafonable admonition, ** 8& 
YE ALsO READY.’’ Mr. Ellington will be long 
and defervedly refpected as an excellent reader, 
an animated preacher, and a lively chriftian, of 
perfectly evangelical principles; 


This widowed fociety -has exifted upwards of 
half a century, and is ftill adorned with fome of 
its original members: ‘The affairs of this Church 
are managed by feven veftrymen and two wardens, 
who are chofen annually on Eafter Monday.—, 
In the prefent abfence ofa miniftry; and difci- 
pline of their own, being fuperior to bigotry, they 
unite with other denominations in public worfhip, 
and furnifh fome of the moft amiable and intel- 
ligent characters, in the ftate. Tho’ under thefe 
circumitances, this refpectable fociety have not 
been, nor are they now, inattentive to theif pecu- 
liar interefts. One of the firft buildings erected 
for divine fervice in Georgia, was Cbris?’s 
Church. It was completed in the year of our 
LorD 1744, in a handfome ftyle, and ftood, gene- 
rally occupied, a {pacious ornament to the city, 
till the deftructive fire of ’96 reduced it to afhes. 
Bur, as the beft materials are increafing on the 
{pot, like the fabled Phenix, it is expected under 
the foftering hands of its friends, with funds now 
becoming active, foon to rife into more than its 
original glory. In the mean time, fhould cop 
be pleafed to provide for it a genuine minitter of 
his word, itis hoped the period is not diftant when 

ij the 
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the walls of this edifice fhall again refound with 
animated fongs of folemn praife, and the glad ti- 
dings of eternal life thro’ our LoRD JESUS CHRISTs 
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“DHovcr aware of the unpleafantnefs of thé 
fubje&t, and fympathizing with his widow, chil- 
esi and friends, we are induced, from a regard to 
the general good, to give a Biographical Sketch of 
the late Mr. John Rice. His life and death, how-= 
ever wicked and difgraceful, appear to us improv 
able to valuable purpofes:; He was brought, 4 
child; from Europe, had ftrong natural parts, re- 
ceived a plain Englifh Education, and was not a 
{tranger to the theory of religions He was rather 
above the common fize, inclined, in advanced life, 
to corpulence, florid in his complexion, had dark 
eyes, and a bold fteady countenance. At a fuita- 
ble age, he married, and firft kept a public houfe, 
but afterwards agrocery fhop, for the fupport of a 
rifing family. The practical fins which termina- 
ted in the completion of his infamy, were keeping 
wicked company, and the profanation of the fab- 
bath. Without the means of grace, and expofed 
to every temptation, by rapid advances, he be- 
came deiftical in his fentiments, and atheiftical in 
his practice. Arrived at this degree i in wickednefs, 
he lived the unhappy flave of vile lufts and paffions, 
which produced perpetual difcord betwixt himfelf 
and his much-injured wife. 


Whether it were through her contrivance, by 
way of retaliation, or otherwife, is not material, 
but he was w hipped and cropped, before he came 


to this fate ; and though there is reafon to believe 
he 
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he was not guilty of the thefc for which he was pun- 
ifhed in that inftance, he confefled that afterwards, 
enraged by this affair, he madly degraded himieif 
to the miferable condition of a thief, till he came 
to Savannah. 


Here, finding that he could make money fufi- 
cient to anfwer his ends, honorably, and with eafe, 
he appeared for feveral years, to act as an fonesi, 
though unbelieving and profane man. In this fit- 
uation, probably from a knowledge of his former 
character, a perfon, it appears, who had the art of 
opening doors with falfe keys, by prefenting de. 
lufive profpects of gain, drew poor Rice into the 
fatal fnare that led tohis ignominious cataitrophe. 


Property was loft, out of different ftores, ina 
manner that rendered clerks liable to fufpicion ; 
and arobbery, attended with a horrid murder, and 
an attempt to burn a houfe ina populous part of 
the city, to conceal it, had not been long com. 
mitted, when a fearch was made, and fuipected 
goods and keys found in Rice’s poffeffion. Imme- 
diately committed to jail, he ftood a fair trial, and, 
on ftrong, or rather violently, prefumptive evi- 
dence, was legally condemned todie. Remanded 
to prifon, made faft in irons, and death ftaring 
him in the face, while petitioning for a reprieve, 
he requefted affiftance in preparing for a very dif. 
ferent event. fle was accordingly, vifited from 
time to time by the clergy of the city, to whom he 
appeared to be a moit intenfible finner. 


Finding that he laid great ftrefs on the Govern. 
er’s clemency, one faid to him :— 


“* Rice, though we hope you will repent of fin as 


edious, independently of its ruinous effects, and 
£13 
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fall in love with a regular and pious life, from per= 
cieving its intrinfic beauty, we think proper to 
apprize you, that there is not the leaft fhadow of 
ground on which you can reafonably expect a re- 
prieve. Villians from various parts, have long re- 
forted to Georgia with an idea that they may here’ 
at once evade the penalties of their own laws, and 
perpetrate every deed of horror with impunity,— 
Proof againft the terrors of JEHOVAH, they flatter 
themfelves, in the firft inftance, that no eye fhall 
fee them in their dark retreats, in the next place, 
that if, by chance, detected in their infernal prac— 
tices, a liberal portion of their criminal gain ex- 


pended in fees and bribes, will fuccefsfully plead 


their caufe, and finally, that fhould fentence of 
death, by fome ftrange cafualty, pafs on the moft 
abandoned, they may obtain pardon. Under thefe 
illufory impreflions our ftores are robbed, and our 
citizens are murdered. How many of thefe vile 
characters are among us, it is impoffible for us to 
know ; that you are one of them, however, is not 
now to be proved. By the laws of your country 
you are comdemned to die, and it is morally cer- 
tain that his Excellency the Governor, in mercy to 
the community at large, will refufe you a reprieve, 


‘* If you were not to be executed agreeably to the, 
indeed, awful fentence you are under, dreadful, we 
have reafon to believe would be the confequence. 
The probability is, that thofe who have been fo 
ferioufly injured, and are fo iminently endangered 
by fuch characters as you, and your accomplices, 
would defpair of ever bringing any one, legally, to. 
condign punifhment, and in a paroxifm of rage, 
wreak indifcriminate vengeance on all fufpected, 
and fome innocent perfons. 


‘* We, therefore, praying that GoD may grant you 
repentance, 








Rice’s Biography. 39 


repentance unto life, and have mercy on your foul, 
earneftly recommend to you the moft prompt at- 
tention to preparation for death, and an appearance 
at the bar of our common, and final jucge,’’ 


To this communication he was {ftrictly atten- 
tive, without difcovering much additional concern ; 
but when, foon afterwards, he found that he mutt 
inevitably be executed, he began to be more fufcep— 
tible of religious impreflions —verify’ ing Doctor 
Young’s oblervation— 


** Men may live fools, but fools they cannot die.” 


The morning of Mr. Rice’s execution—his 
grave-clothes on, the gallows erected in his fight, 
and the extenfive commons w hitening with crowds 
approaching to be {fpectators of the melancholy 
{cene to be exhibited—he appeared tc have a deep, 
and ingenuous concern for the falvation of his 
foul. He reprobated his paft conduct in the mott 
indignant terms, faid that he felt the need, and, he 
hoped, in fome degree the benefit of a savior, 
and that if he were {pared he would certainly lead 
anew life; but confcious that he deferved to die 
for his henious crimes, would meet death with all 
poffible fortitude, cafting himfelf on the mercy of 
GOD in CHRIST. 


In a room by ourfelves, we requefted, as a proof 
of his repentance, and benevolence, that he would 
act acandid, and ingenuous part, in communica- 
ting to us whatever he might think would anfwer 
any valuable purpofe. 


Paufing a minute, he faid, that nothing but a 
regard to the feelings of his chi ildren rendered him 


averfe to the moit unreferved communication of 
any 
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any facts within his knowledge. He averred that 
he had kept his wicked practices concealed, as 
much as poflible, from thefe ‘‘ dear young crea- 
tures,’’ and that he believed them to be “ untain+ 
ted in their morals.’’ 


It was obferved to him, that we fhould always do 
right, leaving the event to cop; and that to be 
fatisfied of his rectitude in death would be his 
children’s greateft confolation. 


He then with an appearance of being confcious 
that he was {peaking in the divine prefence, faid, 
«* Though it could be proved by no positive evi- 
dence, / am guilty of the crime for which I mutt 
die. The gun that I ftole, you will find at the 
head of the ftairs in my houfe between the cieling 
and the wall; I hope you will take it from that 
place fo as to hurt the feelings of my family as lit- 
tleas poflible, and carry itto Mr. H****s ; 7 ¢s brs 
proper: ty. AAs to accomplices, I have none un- 
known to the community. I could difcover the 
dangerous, and, /o me, fatal art of opening any 
door, by a falfe key; but it might do harm, and 
could Le of no fervice. With re{pect to murder, I 
never committed it; and in executing my wicked 
defigns, as a thief, J always determined to keep 
from murder, 7f possible. , 


But I have been a very bad man, cop help me! 
and deferve to die. I hope my death will bea 
warning to others. Thofe who have profecuted 
me to conviction, condemned me to die, and Kept 
me fafe for execution, have done nothing but their 
duty. Idie at peace with all the world, and have 
nothing more to fay that could profit my fellow— 
creatures. Gop grantthat I may find mercy with 
dit and that they may all take warning by my 

lard it iectae U?% By 
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By this time the guard, with his coffin, appear= 
ed, and he was called for, pinioned, and the rope 
uc round his neck. Thus circumftanced, he 
teok his leave of the prifoners, and feveral of his 
acquaintance, by fhaking hands, and addreffing to 
them, with furprifing firmnefs, fuch admonitions, 
and fentiments as he thought fuitable to their ref 
pective ftates and characters. 


With his filvery head bare, he walked on without 
the leaft alteration in‘ his countenance, and with 
lefs appearance of trepidation than was obfervable 
in fome of the brave young men who compofed the 
guard, We fuggefted to him the mott confoling, 
and animating confiderations that our circumf{tan- 
ces would admit, and found, by his anfwers, that 
his {pirits were collected, and aftonifhingly firm. 
Arrived at the place of execution, a fquare form- 
ed, and the ftricteft order preferved, he ftepped 
firmly up the ladder, and, turning round, uttered 
a few fhort admonitory fentences with the greateft 


compoture. 


He was afked, as a man on whom the light of 
eternity was beaming, if he was fully convinced 
of the infinite evil of fin, of his utter helplefinefs, 
as a finner, of his need of a Savior, of the all-fufh- 
ciency of yEsus cuRIsT, in that high and glori- 
ous character, and of the neceflity of inflicting the 
penalties of laws on tranfgreffors, for the main- 
tainance of order in fociety—to all which he an= 
{wered in the afirmative. 


Informed that he had but a few minutes to live, 
without any perceptible emotion, or the flighteit 
tremuloufnefs in his voice, he made a general con- 
feffion of fin, and particularly of his grofs profana- 
tion of the porp’s day, by eluding official vigi- 

lence, 
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Jence, and rémainirig in his shop; inftead of poingté 
church, most fervently praying that he might be 
pardoned, and accepted, in and through the Lor» 


JESUS CHRIST. 


Told to put on his ¢ap, he did it with a fteady 
hand, unmoved, uuchanged, while the hangman was 
reparing forthe laft act, the faces of many turning 
pale, the knees of fome tre mbling, and others re- 
tiring, with a tremor through the whole {fy tem, 


from the unfupportably thocking {cene ! 


An officer’s watch announcing the arrival of the 

wful moment appointed for launching this fingu- 
Jar man into eternity, ona fignal given—O GOD 
preferve us from the painful neceflity of ever wit- 
neffing fuch another fpectacle !—On a fignal given 
for the purpofe, in the twinkling of an eye, he was 
configned to the king of terrors. 


Fain would we have fpoken to the furround— 
ing multitude while he fate on the gallows.—~ 
Thoughts, fympathies, hopes, and fears, rolled in 
our thtobdbing bofoms. We looked anxiou fly 
round, and would the awfully tumultuous. ftate of 
our minds have admitted, we fhould, probably, 
have said, Infidels! protaners of the fabbath ! and 
debauchees of every defcription | ! fee there, one of 
the genuinerefults of your principles and practices ! ! 
You have juft heard them all renounced, and, by a 
miracle of mercy which you have not the leaft rea- 
fon to expect, they may, in this inftance, have been 
forgiven ; but fhould death, in any form, overtake 
you in your prefent ftare, you mutt fink without 


redemption, to eternal infamy ! 


Aged, and artful offenders! hackneyed, and 
grey, in tranfgreflion, behold here iin detected, 


and 
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and exemplarily punithed, at a late period of life. 
Behold! tremble! and take warning before it be 
eternally too late ! 


Wicked boys! the man you fee now in gafps, 
induced by a profane and wicked life, has juit 
charged you to be warned by his ill fare. Did he 
not feem to addrefs you in this alarming language ; 
« When I began to lie, cheat, fwear, breik the 
fabbath, drink drams, fmoke fears, fcribble inde- 
cently on walls, and angrily brandifh my filt, or a 
club, [had no more thought than you have of ever 
doing any thing to bring me tothe gallows. If 
you would avoid my ep walk not in my sfeps ?” 


Little sirls } you fed what fin can do even inthis 
life. The man hanging there was probably once 
a brother, well beloved by blooming fifters; 
whofe thoughtlefinefs, gaity and pride, in keep— 
ing him from cop, and corrupting his morals; 
might contribute to his prefent difgracetul {uffer- 
ings. 

Fathers ! this fufpended victim of his lufls was 
once afmiling, imitative boy, noticing, unnoticed, 
the principles, language, and practices of one 
whofe lax morality may, perhaps, be feen in this 
dreadful iffue. 


Mothers ! the man before you in the laft avo- 
nies of an infamous death, as the demerit of his 
crimes, was once the darling object of maternal 
tendernefs ; and who can tell but conds#ct in her 
who nourifhed him at her breafts, dandled him on 
her lap, and covered him with kiffes, may have 
juft terminated in the central horrors of this tra- 
gical fcene! Ocop! this ts commanding us in ace 
cents louder than thunder to bring up our children 
tn thy nurture aud admonition. 

F From 
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From fpeaking to this effect, we were hindered 
by the caufe which has been mentioned, while 
aia infulting devils were dragging the foul of 
Rice down to hell, or joy ful angels were bearing 
it in triumph, as a brand plucked from the burn- 
ing to the celeftial regions. His mortal part was 
| carried by the fexton to his diftreffed family ; and 
\ the next day, if our information be correct, was 
depofited about one hundred yards from the bury 
ing-ground, where we fincerely hope it might not 
be; improper to put a plain ftone with this infcrip« 
tion :— 

HERE 
LIE THE RE- 

it MAINS OF JOHN 
RICE, WHO WAS EXECUTED 
Hit IN THIS CITY, TO PREVENT A STILL 
GREATER EVIL, ON MAY 20, 1802, 
| AGED 48 YEARS.—‘S a 
i) SINNER SAVED 
BY GRACE,.”’ 





The day after his interment, we went and car- 
ried the gun for which he ventered, and loft his 
life, to “4 owner. On hearing where we found 
3t;.Me. -H..... s was ftruck with the fingular cir- 
cumftance “she having dreamed that it was there ! 
The eflect produced by this impression was fuch, 
that he pleafantly, but serzous/y afiured us he could 
not refrain-from going to the very fpot where a 
ftri&t fearch would heve brought this infamous 
deed of darknefs at once to light. But by ex- 
torting the fecret from the penitent thief’s own 
ti moulk Gopo has conferreda far greater honor, than 
| that could have done, on his providence and grace. 





‘fe points, however, we are necefiitated, 
by our limits, to leave the reader to his own re- 
fiections 
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flections. In concluding this fubject, we beg leave 
to obferve, that our moft intelligent acquaintance 
areofopinion that the event we have ftated will 
lead to a change in our code of penal laws. A 
learned judge has urged the necefflity of this mea- 
fure, in feveral charges to as many enlightened 
grand juries, who have prefented it as “a great 
grievance that we live under laws which will hang 
a man for five shillings ! But our attention could 
not be excited, by t the moft perfpicuous reafon- 
ings, and weichty arguments, on the fubject of our 
penal code, till we witneffed its final operation, in 
the affecting cafe of Rice. This awfully rever- 
berates, and forcibly impreffes all that has been 
faid on the change in contemplation. We now 
feel that as men, but especially as christians, we 
ought to rife upas if ove sou/ actuated us all, and 
model our penal laws after thofe of our nothern 
brethren, espicially the Peunsyl vanians, and pro- 
portion punishments lo crimes. It \s admitted, on 
all hands, that our laws punifh offences with a very 
difproportionate feverity. Under this conviction 
many offenders are not profecuted at all; and 
~among thofe who are, rather than punifh them fo 
severely, except ina cafe, like Rice’s of the moft 
imperious necessity, we fuffer them to come off 
with impunity. The evil-difpofed are aware. of 
this fituation of our affairs, and not deterred fo 
much by the possibzlity of a severe, as they would 
be by the cer/ainty of some punifhment, are doubr- 
lefs belder than they would otherwife be in the 
commifliqn of crimes. 


We feel refolutions kindling, from circumftances 
seriously important jo tbe interests of the state 

aa of bumanity, to erect penitentiary-bouses in 
proper places, and to keep them under regulations, 
that fhall give the greatest possible encouragement 
ia 
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to virtue, while they fix the merited stigma, and 
lay the strongest restraint on vice. We have an 
unqueftionable right to fay—éy divine permission, 
these things shall be done; and few acquainted 
with our character, as a people, will difpute our 
ability to make the moft proud and fturdy rogues, 
and vagabonds among us, dew sheir necks to the 
yoke of bondage. 


Finally, on this plan, which we fincerely hope, 
from its obvious eligibility, will fpeedily be adopt- 
ed, all shades of evidence, from ihe slightest pre~ 
sumpiion to possilive proof, can have their proper 
weigh, and we may punish offences, in a way that 
may be highly benificial, in proportion to their al~ 
most infinite degrees of enormity, with an exadinesg 
utlerly impracticable under our present codc. 


DAM CLOUD. 
H. HOLCOMBE, 





POETRY. 


Mr. Rice read, and declared that he cordia/fy 
adopted, as the language of his own soul, the fol. 
lowing penetential lines, about an hour betore he 


entered into eternity :— 


« Fatuer! at thy call I come: 
In thy bosom there ts room 

For a guiity soul to bide, 

Press'd with grief on every side, 


Here I'll make my piteous moan! 
Thou canst understand a groan: 
Here my sins and sorrows tell ; 


What 1 feel thou knowest weil. . 
Ab 
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Ab! bow foolish I have been 
Jo obey the voice of sin— 
To forget thy love to me, 
And to break my vows to thee. 


Darkness fills my trembling soul g 
Floods of sorrow o’er me roll: 
Pity, Fatber ! pity me ; 

li my pope's alone in thee. 


But may such a wretch as I— 
Self-condemn’d and doom’d to die—- 
Ever bope to be forgiven, 

find be smil’d upon by heaven? 


May I round thee cling and twine, 
Call myself a child of ibine, 
And presume to claim a part 
du a tender Father’s heart ? 


Yes, I may! for I espy 

Pity trickling from thine eye: 
*71s a@ Father’s bowels move— 
Move with pardon and with love. 


Well do I remember, too, 

What bis love bath deign’d to dos 
How be sent a Savior down, 

All my follies to atone. 


Has my elder brother died ? 
And is justice satished ? 

Why—Ob, why—should I dispair 
Of my Father’; tender cere??? 


A 














46 A most awful death. 
A MOST AWFUL DEATH. 
Awxtous to put fuch conftructions on all 


events as will comport with their practices, the 
wicked may infeaia that. Rice was frightened 
into the conceflions he made, contrary to the de. 
liberate dictates of his reafon: But not to infift 
that his whole deportment fhewed the reverse, | 
am under the painful neceffity, as editor of this 
piece, to record a death, on credible teftimony, 
which proves that no /errors are fufficient to in- 
duce an acknowledgment of the truth, and recon- 
ciliation to GOD, 


The cafe referred to happened but a few days 
ago, and is the more in point as it was the death 
of a female. Women are ungeneroufly reproach. 
ed with embracing religion from _fexual timidity. 
Now we have feen how the bold, if not maguanim- 
vus Mr. Rice left the world, let us fee how the 
feeble fubject of this fketch took her leave of time. 


Her name, and connexions are concealed for 
obvious reafons; but fhe was a woman of good 
sense, though of i//-fame, and lay, fome days, 
perfectly fenfible of her fituation, in the laft flage 
of an incurable difeafe. Her great diftrefs of body, 
and the {till more dreadful {tate of her foul, drew 
feveral of her neighbors into her apartment, evez- 
tually, to witnefs, in the clofe of.a Proftitute’s life, 
the ihocking prelude, probably, to its future and 

eternal confequences. 


This unfortunate woman not only admitted, b 
poflitively afferted the truth of the holy fcriptures, 
and particularly the divinity of cHRIstT, the im- 
mortality of the foul, and a future itate of retri- 
bution, In tact, thefe were the fubjects on which 


fhe 
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fhe chiefly converfed, though in the language of 
defperation, and of blafphemy. Without the leaft 
perceivable weaknefs, or derangement in her fa- 
culties, on other affairs, fhe evinced the utmoft 
degree of impatience, fretfulnefs, and anger, un- 
der her afflictions. Witha bitternefs, and rage 
which no defcription could equal, fhe curfed her 
fellow-creatures, and blafphemed her creator. 
When reproofs, admonitions, and remonftrances 
were addrefied to her, fhe furioufly defied the 
ALMIGHTY, {wearing by his dread name, that 
all the favor fhe would ever afk ar his hands, was 
that of plunging her to the nethermoft hell, where 
fhe hoped, as the only gratification fhe expected, 
or defired, to meet, and efernal/y to torment her 
enemies ! Towards the clofe of this horrible fcene, 
fhe appeared to be haunted with the moft terrific 
{foectres. Juft before the poor foul, wildly agita 
ted through all her powers, left her “*clay tene- 
ment,’’ fhe frequently ‘* fhrieked for help,’’ 
amid furrounding, approaching, and thickening 
dangers of di{mal hue, and in the moft alarming 
forms ! At one time fhe would cry out for the 
kindling, and rapidly iucreasing fire, to be extin- 
puifhed ; at another for a monftrous ferpent, win- 
dine into her bed, to be killed; and finally, fhe 
appeared to hold a conference, in the language of 
infernals, with the prince ef Devils f ‘Reader, 
fhould you be an uxéelitver, before you difmifs 
thefe dreadful facts, that fo nearly concern you, 
with a profane fneer, alledging that they are 
dreams, permit me to sugges/, that they, are, at 
least, very unpleasant ones, and, as to any thing 
you know, or can know, to the contrary, may infe sf 
the grave!!! 

Once more: Are you not, at times, ftruck with 
the coincidence of scrip/ure, and events ? 

In the death of Mr. Rice, and this woman, you 

muft 
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muft perceive a contrast of behavior very fimilae 
to that of the two thieves, exhibited in the gofpel : 
The one died blaspheming, and the other praying = 
The ftate of the former is concealed from us under 
the thickest gloom, while faith beholds the Jatter, 
with curist, in Paradise: So while one of our 
Savannab-sinners goes off disgorging blasphemies, 
the ofber expires in fervent supplications. 
To conclude: In this gloomy fketch, peor 
ftupid finner ! 
** See bow the pit gaps wide for you, 
And flashes in your face! 
Aud thou, my soul, look downward toos 
Mind sing reccv’ring > 


©. RS SE eg ee ae 


SELECT SENTENCES. 








Te deftruction of individuals; and of nations; 
is neceffary to the greateft pofhible portion of hap- 
pinefs, in the fame manner that the growth, fruit. 
fulnefs, and perfection of an orchard, are promoted 
by the lofs of defective, and fuperflucus branches 
and trees. : 

Though the foul is gracioufly accommodated, 
for awhile, with eyes, ears, hands, feet, and other. 
members and organs, they are no more effential to 
it, than are trumpets, pens, and fpectacleés. 

Totalk of the virtues of vicious heathens, is as 
great an abfurdity as to fay, that a thorn-bufh may. 
bear figs, or falt water and’ frefh iffue from the 
{ame fountain. : 

What rivulets, and mighty ftreams are toa. 
country in point of natural advantage, the gofpel,. 
and its ordinances are to any people, with refpect 
to all their true interefts. 

The exercifes of the righteous, in the world to 
come, will be delightful in the highe?@ degree, and 
attended with inceffant, and vaft acceffions of in- 
telectual firength and felicity. 


























